TALKING POINTS (Mike)


Introduce myself; what school I work at, what year I am on the JET Programme, where I primarily teach, etc.

SLIDE 1

Today we’re going to talk about worksheets and how to make them more interesting. Before we start, I want to thank Taro Kawaguchi for translating this presentation into Japanese. He worked very hard and very quickly to make the Japanese version. Also thank you Ali for giving me feedback and the perspective from a one-shot ALT.

SLIDE 2

Interaction with English: to improve test scores, students need to interact with English instead of just learning it. This means using real-world examples; exercises where students can manipulate the language; doing rather than memorizing.

SLIDE 3

Let’s look at what works and what doesn’t. I’m going to show you two worksheets. Please pay attention to how they look, generally. If you were a student, which one would you rather do?

SLIDE 5

(Q&A: Ask people to explain why they think A is better than B. Point out graphics, layout, Japanese-to-English ratio, mix of different activity types on worksheet A.)

SLIDE 6

So why do teachers use worksheets? What’s their purpose?
Remember: worksheets are just one teaching tool. There are many others. Use worksheets to supplement – not replace – other activities.
Although the word “worksheet” doesn’t sound fun, they can be made fun if you spend a little time and effort designing something interesting and educational.

SLIDE 7

As study guides: many of my students keep the worksheets I’ve designed in their notebooks. And some students use the worksheets to study with. It’s very rewarding to see that!

SLIDE 8

Before you start, you need to get some clear answers from your JTE. JTEs: please be sure to give ALTs answers to all 6 of the following questions. Without answers to these questions, the ALT might not be able to create the best worksheet for your classes.

· Be clear with the grammar point: JTEs: show the ALT the grammar point in the textbook. ALTs: make sure you understand what the JTE wants. Communicate as best you can with each other!


· Timing: Worksheets can be adapted to different time slots. ALTs: Make sure you know how much time the JTE wants to devote to the worksheet. Is it 10, 15, 20 min. or all period?


· One of the biggest challenges is to use only words and grammar that students have previously studied. Otherwise students lose interest and JTEs have to explain new words on the spot. If you have to use any words students haven’t learned yet, translate them in parentheses after the new word.

SLIDE 9

· For whatever reason, some JTEs don’t like activities and puzzles. This is unfortunate because activities and puzzles can be fun, and they can do a lot to help students learn. 

ALTs: If you have a JTE who is skeptical of games, do your best to convince them that it’s a good idea. But in the end, it’s the JTE’s decision, so you need to know that and respect that before you start making a worksheet.


· For some activities and puzzles, it’s best to have directions translated into Japanese. Ask your JTE for help. JTEs: resist the urge to translate every English word on the worksheet into Japanese. This is counter-productive and time-consuming.


· Be sure to allow enough time for your JTE to review the worksheet and make changes!

SLIDE 11

The following exercises are just suggestions. There are many more to chose from. The ones I’ve listed here are “modular”, meaning you can adapt them for almost any grammar point and grade level. If you create similar exercises and save them as a template, you can prepare an interesting and fun worksheet in an hour.

SLIDE 14

Be sure to include common mistakes in the answer options. This makes students think twice before they answer.

SLIDE 16

Students love to draw! Many of my lower-level students, who don’t often participate in class, enjoy drawing. It’s a rare opportunity for them to do something other than reading and writing and listening to the teacher.

SLIDE 17

You can adapt this activity to anything that has directions or a step-by-step sequence. For example: cooking food, putting something together, drawing a picture.

SLIDE 18

Many of my students love cartoons. Some students cut out the cartoon and paste them in their notebooks! I think this is an excellent way for them to remember the grammar point. If they forget the grammar point, they think about the cartoon to remember it.

One thing to keep in mind: humor is different from culture to culture. So don’t expect students to laugh all the time or “get” the joke. Some students will get it, some won’t. The important thing is for them to use the cartoon to remember the grammar point.

SLIDE 19

This is where student get to learn “real” English! It goes beyond “Sunshine English” and studying for tests. Students can practice the grammar they’ve learned in real-world situations.

Don’t assume that your students won’t come in contact with “real” English: You never know what’s in their future, and the world’s changing faster than ever! English will become even more important than it is today.

SLIDE 20

Focus on difficult sounds for Japanese speakers, such as “R’s” and “L’s” and “TH.”

SLIDE 21

This is good for days of the week and other “time” words. Also remind students that they don’t have to understand every spoken word – it’s good to listen for key words.

SLIDE 22

Make sure to have an extra word or picture so that it’s not too easy for students. 

SLIDE 24

Before I show you some examples, I want to highlight something I’ve experienced frequently: Some JTEs think that mini-games and puzzles are a waste of time. They don’t want to devote class time to these kinds of activities. This is unfortunate, because these activities give students an opportunity to have fun with English, instead of just listening and writing down what the teacher says.

Please keep in mind that these examples are for a range of different age groups. You can easily adapt them for Jr. High and Sr. High classes.

JTEs: please give mini-games and puzzles a chance, and be willing to take risks! ALTs: please support and encourage your JTEs to try something different in class - especially if students’ test score aren’t very good … It can’t hurt!

SLIDE 29

This is more suited for ichi-nensei Jr. High, but you can try it out on almost any class.

SLIDE 30

Another way to make it easier is to tell students which letter to start with. Then they can start looking around the block for letters that might spell the target word.

SLIDE 31

One thing that really improves a worksheet is design and layout. Students don’t want to stare at a huge block of foreign words. Instead, make it easier on their eyes by using pictures, spacing and lines. Break up sections, use graphics, allow them to draw on the page, leave enough space for them to write, etc.

Always as yourself: “If I had to do this worksheet, what would I prefer? What would help me understand better?”

SLIDE 34

There’s a tendency for JTEs to translate almost everything on a worksheet. (Including the answers sometimes!) This is not the best idea in the long-run, because students should be trying to read and understand as much English as possible. If you have too much Japanese on a worksheet, students’ eyes go right to the Japanese and skip the English words.

At the same time, you don’t want students to get stuck, so you need to translate essential information, like instructions, rules for mini-games, and words students haven’t studied yet. (But try to avoid using words they haven’t studied, if you can!)

SLIDE 37

Who doesn’t like pictures? So much information is instantly conveyed, no matter what language you speak. So help students along by using pictures that relate to the text. When students don’t know something, sometimes a picture is all they need to get the answer. Pictures can help generate answers and ideas… 
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