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2009 Fall HAJET Meeting 
Obihiro 帯広
Friday, October 9th – Sunday, October 12th
Though the summer this year seemed hardly hot enough to be worth the name, it's fast approaching its end, bringing us to the season of fall colors, tons of kabocha dumped at your doorstep by the friendly old neighbor ladies, and most importantly the HAJET Fall Meeting (yay!) 

This year will be held in Obihiro in the Tokachi region, famous for its buta-don, agriculture, temperature extremes and long straight roads.

The Fall Meeting is an important one, as it's the first for this year's newbie JET crop, so it's your first real chance to socialize on a wider scale and become familiar with the activities that HAJET offers. The musical auditions are hosted at this meeting, and other veteran JETS tend to be high in attendance, which provides a great opportunity for asking questions about HEC, the Iwamizawa International Festival, and whatever else you might be interested in. Saturday night's enkai features a costume contest as a special event, with proceeds going to benefit HEC. 
	2009 Fall Meeting Schedule 

	Friday, October 9th 




	4:00 PM onward: Check-in at the hotel 

	7:00 - 8:00 PM Workshop 1: Ross Cole-Hunter - Winter Recreation 

	8:00 - 9:00 PM Workshop 2: Ross Burbridge - Hokkaido Winter Driving 

	


	Saturday, October 10th 




	7:00 - 9:00 AM: Breakfast (on your own) 

	9:00 - 10:30 AM: HAJET PC Members Meeting @ Tokachi Plaza 

	10:30 - 12:00: HAJET General Meeting @ Tokachi Plaza 

	12:00 - 1:00 PM: Lunch (on your own) 

	1:00 - 6:30 PM: Activity Time 

  

	6:30 - 9:00 PM: Dinner, Enkai @ Amataro 

	7:00 PM onward: Costume Contest 

	Sunday, October 11th 



	9:30 AM: Closing Ceremony (ground floor)


	10:00 AM: Musical Interest Meeting & Auditions (meet in hotel lobby)


	10:00 AM: Check out of Hotel



  

The Hotel: 
Please note there's no obligation to stay here. If you want to shop around for somewhere cheaper or stay with friends, feel free. 
Obihiro Tokyu Inn 
11-2, Minami, Nishi 1 Jo, Obihiro-shi, Hokkaido  080-0011
Phone: (81) 155-27-0109
Fax: (81) 155-27-1016 
3 minutes walk from JR Obihiro Station 

Room Rates:  ￥6300/person
IMPORTANT NOTE: Due to the long weekend, there is a shortage of single rooms, so find a buddy to pair with or risk being randomly sorted! 
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The Meeting Venue: 
Tokachi Plaza とかちプラザ 
(see map above) 

 HAJET-sponsored Activities: 

Workshops: 

  7:00 PM Friday (10/9) Winter Recreation 
Join Ross Cole-Hunter for advice on snowboarding - this workshop will take the form of an informal chat session discussing gear, what slopes are must-try, buying tips and so on. With Hokkaido winters being as long as they are, it's well worth your time to start in on a winter sport! 

  8:00 PM Friday (10/9) Hokkaido Winter Driving 
Ross Burbridge, also known locally as Ross the Car Guy, has a well-based reputation in stocking Obihiro area JETs with cars. Here he'll share his tips on winter driving here in Hokkaido. Even if you're from a chilly climate, mountain roads and unsalted asphalt make for tougher conditions than most people are used to, so it'd be a good idea for newcomers to sit in on this one! 

 10:00 AM Sunday (10/11) Musical Interest Meeting & Auditions
A general interest meeting and preliminary auditions for the Hokkaido Players annual musical will be held on Sunday- check out of the hotel first, then we’ll meet in the lobby.  Singers, actors, and technical staff of all levels of experience are welcome and encouraged to join.  Meet other cool JETs, visit towns and villages all across our lovely island, and help raise money for the Hokkaido English Challenge Camp with us!  If you have questions, or if you can't make it to the Fall Meeting, contact producer David Cummings at <david.j.cummings@gmail.com>.HEC Halloween Costume 
Contest/Dessert Auction:
See the page before the faxback form for details!
Saturday Night Enkai: 
The enkai will be held at Amataro izakaya at 7:00 PM Saturday, at a rate of 3500 per person. The costume contest will also be held here, so make sure you dress your best and show your stuff!
  Location: Amataro 甘太郎
北海道帯広市西2条南9-16-18 坂本ビル2F～3F
Nishi 2-jo Minami 9 – 16 – 18 Sakamoto Building 2nd and 3rd floors
  
Tourist Attractions: (note: most of this section has been shamelessly plagiarized from the internet) 

Kita-no-Yatai（北の屋台）: In each season, all of the local shops offer a unique menu featuring products from the Tokachi area at this country fair, and the local industries hold special events, making this a forum for contact between tourists and the local citizens. This is in the city center, so it's easy to access. 

Tokachi Millennium Forest（十勝千年の森）: Here you will find attractive gardens taking full advantage of the beautiful natural landscape and displays of contemporary art closely matching the surrounding forest, and you can use a Segway to get around the area. The homemade farm produce, the stock farm products, and the restaurants featuring local materials are very popular. 

Ikeda Wine Castle（池田ワイン城）: Tokachi Wine is made and sold at this facility, and you can tour the whole facility at will. There are also guided tours available (free of charge, but reservations are required). Specialty goods are also on sale here, and at the DCT Gallery, stage dress and the like are on display and original goods are on sale. 

Kofuku Eki （幸福駅）: "Happiness Station." This train station is no longer in service, but the building serves as a shrine, with couples offering pictures and letters and various other memorabilia to decorate the inside. 

Nakasatsunai Art Village （中札内美術村）: Similar to Alta Piazza in Bibai, this rustic landscape is strategically decorated with fanciful abstract sculptures.

See more places at this handy Google map:
http://tinyurl.com/obihiro-map


 Getting There: 
By JR or Public Transport: 

Obihiro is on the JR Nemuro Line, which can be accessed through the hubs of Sapporo, Minami-Chitose, Shintoku, and those stations between. Check the route map here for more information: http://www2.jrhokkaido.co.jp/global/index.html 
There are also buses available that tend to run cheaper - check with your local travel information authority. 
HAJET Halloween Dress-a-thon!!
Have a liking for dressing up in ridiculous costumes?
What to raise money for HEC?
Now’s your chance! This year, at the Fall Meeting Enkai, we’ll once again be having our customary Halloween Costume competition. Seeing as we’ll be in Obihiro, the theme this year will be (drum roll please….)

Is it an ‘o’, is it a circle? That’s for you to decide. Let your imagination run wild. The top three entrants will walk away with some cool prizes. We’ll let you know what’s up for grabs closer to the date.
The competition costs just 500 yen to enter and 100 yen to vote for the best costume/ your best mate.
In addition to the comedy dress-up, we’re going to be having a dessert auction. Dessert auction you say?  The principle is simple. Fantastic pies, puddings and pastries all go to the highest bidder.  The cause of many bidding wars and many more empty wallets, it’s not to be missed!
Calling all Michael Hollands, Alex Stupaks and Sam Masons…….
(A free competition vote to the first person to email in about the significance of those three)
Are you wonderful with a whisk? Passionate about pies? Dynamite with desserts? Now’s your chance to prove it. We need volunteers to donate auction prizes. For those of you who aren’t culinary geniuses, you can also donate shop bought cakes to the HEC cause.  What are you waiting for?! Dust off those baking gloves and get cracking!  
Donating cakes? Want to make a dessert request? Drop us a line at thinkhec@gmail.com.
HAJET Fall Meeting 2009 - Obihiro **form due 9/30th**
October 9th - 11th
Faxback Form c/o Sarah LaBrie (サラ・ラブリー) / FAX: (0126)72-6238

Name:__________________HAJET Member? YES / NO Renewing at meeting? YES / NO
Office Name and Address: (Romaji and Kanji)____________________________________
Tel: Work:______________Home:_______________Cell:_____________FAX:____________
e-mail:_______________________________ My office helps fund me               YES / NO
Arrival: around ____ o'clock on FRIDAY / SATURDAY (circle please)
Arriving by: MY CAR / OTHER CAR / PUBLIC TRANSPORT (circle, please)
Read carefully! Circle the applicable fees and add everything you circle in the box on the bottom including discounts. Read the accommodation section carefully before filling out the totals, please.

Meeting Fee: (会議負担金)
[  ] I am a HAJET member............ ¥500
[  ] I am not a HAJET member.......¥1000

Accommodation: (宿泊)
[  ] I will be staying at the arranged hotel (see above pages)......¥6300
     If yes:
             What nights?  FRI  /  SAT
             [  ] I will share a room with _______________
             [  ] I need a roommate picked for me
 NOTE: The hotel is booked solid leaving us with only twin rooms. If this doesn't make you happy:
[  ] I will book my own accommodation.
    NOTE: As it is a long weekend it was difficult to find a well priced hotel that could take such a large group. If you are happier to separate from the group and wish to stay in a cheaper hotel please contact Bryony Dunlop: bryonydunlop@yahoo.co.uk and she can send you information about a cheaper hotel options and a google map showing you locations. 


Workshops: (ワークショップ) Check the boxes for all that you're interested in. 
[  ] Winter Recreation
[  ] Hokkaido Winter Driving 
Enkai (宴会) Amataro
[  ] Yes! ¥3500
    [  ] I am a vegetarian.
Costume Contest:
[  ] Yes
Dessert Auction:
[  ] Yes!
JLPT Study: 
[  ] Yes  Level 1 2 3 4 5 (circle one)

All questions to Sarah LaBrie


(� HYPERLINK "mailto:lablue@gmail.com" ��lablue@gmail.com� or � HYPERLINK "mailto:lablue23@ezweb.ne.jp" ��lablue23@ezweb.ne.jp�)


Please have your forms in no later than WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 30th!





My Receipt:


[  ] Itemized


[  ] Non-Itemized


[  ] Meeting Fee


[  ] Accommodation


[  ] Enkai


[  ] Other_________





Meeting Fee:               　　￥________�


+Accommodations:      　   ￥_________�(if Tokyu Inn)


+Enkai (free for presenters￥_________





TOTAL:　　　　　　　  ￥__________








