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2008 Winter HAJET Meeting – Hirafu　　　

 Friday, Feb 22nd ~ Sunday, Feb 24th
____________________________________________________

     NAC (www.nac-web.com) in Hirafu has some of the best equipment, facilities and helpful personnel for any sort of strenuous outdoor activity, and Jojo’s, the restaurant on the second floor of NAC, will be this year’s winter meeting HQ.  Their indoor rock climbing wall will challenge all levels of climbers, and snow hiking is available.  You may ask them to rent ski equipment, but separate ski and snowboard rental arrangements have also been made with Ciao Rentals.  (NB: Larger shoe sizes tend to be in shorter supply!)  The Niseko area has world class ski runs and more than its share of snow, so what else needs said?  How about this: this year’s winter meeting will be much more than just skiing.

     You can check in any time after noon on Friday at Jojo’s, and the Izumikyo cabins next door will open at 3:00. (maps and info, see http://www.izumikyo.co.jp)  If you’re not sharing rides with others, please contact me or check the listserv for bus and JR schedules to Hirafu JR Station.  Sleeping accommodations for the first 65 people will be available at Izumikyo, and those who RSVP later will be a bit further away, but all accommodations will be as convenient as humanly possible.

     There will be early bird skiing on Friday afternoon, but please save some of your energies for the evening!  The usual Japanese lessons will start at 7:00, and you can use what you learned right away with a (much simplified!) Murder Mystery right afterwards.  Enjoy Jojo’s menu and casual atmosphere, catch up on the news with your more distant friends, make practical use of new Japanese and learn a “killer” classroom activity that you can easily adapt to English lessons.

     A new Saturday feature this time around will be a series of presentations and roundtable discussions on useful classroom activities and teaching strategies- think an intimate version of Mid Year Conference with the munchies.  This will go on all day at Jojo’s, starting as soon as they open their doors at 10 AM.  Please contact me with your presentation ideas- the start up discussions will be about Friday’s Murder Mystery.  If let me know what topics (classroom activities, curriculum, textbook alternatives, discipline issues, JTE/ALT relationships, etc.) and what time you could offer or would want to hear from others, I will make a tentative timetable to help everyone with their day’s schedule.  This is all strictly informal, so drop by any time, enjoy Jojo fare, share what has worked for you, and learn what has worked for others.  Man does not live by snow alone, so come take a powder … break.

     Meetings are the main event of all HAJET weekends.  The PC meeting will start at 8:00 AM (or as soon as we can assemble) in the smallest Izumikyo cabin on Saturday morning.  The outgoing PC will discharge their final duties and the incoming PC will have a chance to discuss plans for the coming year.  I believe the operative phrase here is “business before pleasure.”

     The general HAJET meeting will start at 7:30 PM in the largest of the Izumikyo cabins.  This should give everyone all the slope time or presentation time they need.  If Jojo’s is not to your tastes, there is a hot dog emporium on the far side of NAC from the cabins, a Lawson that carries southern hemisphere specialties diagonally across the street and a Seicomart just up the hill.

      That is all good news for our hypoglycemic friends, because the banquet dinner start at 9PM and continue until Jojo’s closes, all the food (vegetarian or carnivore, no whale) and drink you can handle.  A slightly earlier starting time (8:30 or 8:45) may be possible, but Jojo’s kitchen staff can only accommodate all of us at this inconvenient time.

     But the *best* is yet to come!  Charlie has a nijikai planned that will certainly turn a few heads.  Tentatively scheduled for Wild Bill’s in the Hirafu Ski Village, this will be an HEC fundraiser presented especially for those with socially imposed gender related dressing issues.  If you’ve ever wondered what it would be like to dress like the other half, please consider this your chance to try out (try on?) a new lifestyle!  All photos should be taken with the utmost discretion- more than one person’s reputation will be at stake.  Since it’s all in good fun and for one of the worthiest of causes, please plan your day’s activities accordingly.  Cabins will observe afternoon quiet times for those who need to fortify themselves in the arms of Morpheus.

     We try to include a special attraction at every meeting (as if Niseko needed another drawing card…).  This winter meeting will feature a decibel-challenged Sunday morning talk by Toby Weymiller, a JET alum who’s pretty much done it all.  If you have any interest in how Hokkaido is changing or where it seems to be heading, if you’d like to know more about staying in Japan after your time as a JET (especially in Niseko!), if you’d like to organize events in your town but don’t know where or how to start the ball rolling, if you’d like to know more about building or remodelling a house to be more eco-friendly than in now usual, or if you’d like to become more active in promoting grass-roots ecological concerns now or in the future, Toby’s the man to know!

     So make your plans now and let me know!  This weekend falls just after payday on the shortest month of the year.  What possible excuse could you have to stay away?  All the snow, useful Japanese language skills, professional development, and future planning you could possibly squeeze into a single weekend are waiting for you.  In the immortal words of Ruu Oushiba, “Rettsu tsugezaa, beebii!!”

2008 Winter Meeting Fax Back Form
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Hirafu, February 22nd~24th
c/o Steve Wright

Fax: 0126  62  6344

Deadline: Tuesday, February 12th
Name _______________________________________________

Name _______________________________________________

Office Name and Address ___________________________________________________________________

Tel: Work _____________________  Home ______________________  Mobile ______________________

Fax: ____________________________________  My office helps fund me: yes / no (please circle one)

Email: __________________________________

I will arrive on 
   Friday
 /
Saturday 
   around ______o’clock

Arriving by? 
My own car
/   someone else’s car    /   public transportation
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I need a receipt with these specifics:

Meeting Fee 会議負担金

( I am a HAJET member…………………….............................1500円

( I am not a HAJET member…………………………………….3000円

Accommodations宿泊

Friday     Saturday

( I will stay at the cabin
4500円
4500円


I prefer: fewer, quieter roommates  (
          many, livelier roommates  (

Please put me in a cabin with this person: _______________________

( I will make my own arrangements (different hotel)

Banquet @ Jojo’s 

3800円
( Drink anything, eat anything



( Vegetarian (details?) __________________________________________

( I prefer not to attend the banquet

Workshops/Lectures

( Japanese Workshop #1: Describing how people look or act

( Japanese Workshop #2: Getting clarification  
( Murder Mystery in Japanese

( I wish to present/listen to presentations on Saturday

( Special Guest, Toby Weymiller, talks about Hokkaido and life after JET
Activities 体験研修







Activities are available on-your-own.  Please reserve rental equipment here but pay at Ciao Rental. However, if you would like the price 

to be included in your receipt then please specify that here. 

Complete ensemble for Friday(   for Saturday(   for Sunday(
(I wish to ski

(I wish to snowboard

( I need only these items: _______________________________________
( My foot size (for boots) 

( My height (for boards or skis)

( Any other important info ________________________________________ 


The winter meeting will start on George Washington’s 276th birthday, FRIDAY, FEB 22.

Please RSVP no later than Abraham Lincoln’s 199th birthday, TUESDAY, FEB 12, for the banquet, large shoe size rentals and cabin space.  Other reservations can be taken only until noon on Friday, February 22nd.  Naturally, we will accommodate as many later RSVPs as we humanly can, but please help out by contacting me soon!

Contact options: email to boopsie@nyc.odn.ne.jp
Fax to (0126) 62-6344 (not perfectly reliable, I’m afraid)

Call or send c mail to (090) 6215-3057
Cell phone email to swright@ezweb.ne.jp

     To drive to NAC, take Route 5 either from the north (Sapporo, Otaru) or south (Hakodate, Oshamanbe) for access with the least mountainous driving.  Turn off Route 5 onto local road 343: the corner where you turn will be close to a Max Value, Drive-in Rokko and a Hokkaido Nissan dealer, but NOT Hirafu JR Station.  After you turn, it’s only about 7 km to NAC.  You’ll go across the JR line and a bridge over a river.  Please be careful to negotiate the next few curves slowly, and very shortly you’ll see a huge building on your right with a very large sign “NAC” top and center.  If you see a Seicomart on your right as you’re going up a hill, you’ve overshot the place by 250 meters or so.  Turn right at that stop light, drive a bit up the hill, get turned around in any of the hotel parking lots and backtrack. 

     Nakayama Pass, the more direct route from Sapporo via Jouzankei, can be treacherous.  Most other cars, trucks and semi trailers on that route will act as if their drivers are quite late for an important appointment, newly immortal, and unconcerned with physics, inertia, momentum, friction or gravity.  If you choose not to take public transport, please carpool whenever possible, pad your time for unpredictable weather, and drive safely.  Get plenty of liquids and bed rest, and be sure to wear that hat and scarf.  Oh, and don’t forget to keep a clean handkerchief so you can wash your hands after every contact with anything not completely sterilized.  As you were.
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公用領収書


(include in receipt)





内訳あり(Itemized)	(





内訳なし(Non-itemized)(





会議負担金	(


(Meeting Fee)





宿泊費	(


(Accommodation)





交流会費	(


(Enkai)





Other (specify)	(


_____________________
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