To the supervisorof _ #( ') .$*" # " ' ,

We are writing this letter to inform you about the Hokkaido English Challenge (HEC) and request
your support. HEC is an amazing English speaking competition which gives all Hokkaido’s 1% year
students at Junior and Senior High School an opportunity to develop and gain tremendous
confidence in their English ability. It is a most worthy competition.

The prizes include home stays in English speaking countries, gift certificates and a place at our
annual summer camp. Both the students and the Assistant Language Teacher (ALT) gain
tremendous skills, motivation and experience from participating in HEC. It is such a wonderful benefit
for the students of our prefecture.

The competition is run on a volunteer basis. The prizes are paid for with donations and money
fundraised by Hokkaido Association of the Japan Exchange and Teaching (HAJET) and Hokkaido
ALT’s. HEC also has the support of the Hokkaido government, International Affairs Division. Please
see the attached letter from the Hokkaido government.

Each year about ¥1,500,000 is raised to make this competition possible. The passion and support
of Hokkaido ALT’s is incredible. HEC would not exist without it.

Every hard earned yen goes towards the benefit of students. We save wherever we can by using
emails and our website to share information.

HEC camp is five days of fun team activities and games that allow students to practice their oral,
listening and writing skills. Every year students leave camp with unforgettable memories, new friends
and increased confidence in their language proficiency.

For the ALT’s the camp is definitely not a holiday. Our day begins with a meeting at about 7am.
Then throughout the day volunteers lead and organize activities for the students. Aimost every
waking moment is spent trying to make the experience as amazing as possible for every camper.
The volunteers’ work continues long after all the students are asleep as we prepare for the following
day. Every volunteer truly believes in the tremendous value of HEC Camp and works passionately to
ensure its continued success.

We time the camp to fall at the beginning of school holidays for most schools in the hope that we
avoid disruptions to classes. However as it is always a challenge to get enough volunteers we must



also ensure we time it to fall before departing ALT'’s leave Japan. Hopefully you can spare your ALT
for these few days in order to benefit so many.

The ALT’s who volunteer for HEC camp are very passionate people who believe in doing everything
they can to further the English education of Hokkaido’s students. They give up a weekend and five or
six evenings to dedicate to camp. We ask that you kindly support these wonderful volunteers who
make this camp possible. By supporting your volunteering ALT you are giving them a chance to gain
valuable skills, motivation and experience. Even more importantly you are providing amazing
opportunities for students in Hokkaido to develop, learn and realize their dreams.

If you have any queries or concerns regarding camp please do not hesitate to contact us in English
or our liaison Tomomi Ota in Japanese. Your time, consideration and support are deeply
appreciated.

Yours sincerely,
Bryony Dunlop and Brandon Newberg
HEC Camp Co-ordinators 2008

Contacts ¢ English £

Brandon Newberg Bryony Dunlop
Camp coordinator Camp coordinator
090-9434-2870 013-742-6201
heccamp@gmail.com heccamp@gmail.com

Contact ¢ Japanese £

Tomomi Ota >q< "
Japanese contact
080-6089-0833
0166-85-2603 (before 9pm)

tommyota999@hotmail.com

We sincerely thank you for your consideration and time. Please check the appropriate box:

It will be treated like a business trip.

The contracting organization will allow paid leave but ALT will cover transport costs.

Holiday leave must be used to attend HEC camp.




HAET HEC SUMIVIER CAMP 2008

¢ Tentative Volunteer Schedule £

Friday, 27 July (Prep Day
2.00pm - Arrive by 2pm if possible. If not, the earlier the better

2.00pm-4.30pm - Set up tents, kitchen, etc., meet Junior Leaders,
prepare short self-introductions (2-3 sentences) and 1-2 reasons
6.00pm - Dinner — free to eat where you like in Sunagawa or Takikawa.

8.00pm - Preparations, letter-writing

Saturday, 26 July (Day 1)

8.00am - Volunteers meeting
8.30am - Breakfast — free to eat where you like
10.00am - Set up registration, final preparations, letter writing
Midday — 3.00pm - Students arrive in Sunagawa.
- Registration
3.00pm - Opening ceremony
3.30pm - Big and small group activities
5.30pm - Barbecue/Team Chants/Clean-up/Free time BBQ
8:00pm - Demonstration play by AET and Junior Leader Volunteers
8.30pm - Volunteer self-introductions and quizzes
9.30pm — 10.30pm - Wind down and bed
10.30pm - bed checks, next day’s preparations

Sunday, 27 July (Day 2)

7.00am - Volunteers meeting

7.30am - Breakfast/Letter Writing Introduction
9:00am - Play Writing/Practice

12.00am - Lunch

1.00pm - Crafts/Sports/Hike

4.00pm - Onsen/Letter Writing

6.30pm - Dinner

8:00pm - Campfire and songs

9.30 - 10.30pm - Chill out/ Bed

10.30pm - bed checks, next day’s preparations

Monday, 28 July (Day 3)

7.00am - Volunteers meeting
7.30am - Breakfast/Mail
9.00am - Play Writing

11.15am - Lunch



12.45pm - Crazy Olympics

3.45pm - Onsen/Letter Writing

6.15pm - Dinner

7.15pm - Dance

8.45 - 10.30pm - Chill out/ Bed

10.30pm - bed checks, next day’s preparations

Tuesday, 29 July (Day 4) 7429A (k)

7.00am - Volunteers meeting

7.30am - Breakfast/Mail

9.00am - Fushigi-no-mori field trip, picnic lunch

1.30pm - Playwriting/Practice/Costumes & props preparation
3.00pm - Onsen/Letter Writing/Costumes & props preparation
6:00pm - Dinner

7.30pm - Play Performances & Campfire

10.30pm - bed checks, next day’s preparations

Wednesday, 30 July (Day 5) 74 30H (k)

6.30am - Volunteers meeting

7.00am - Breakfast/ Mail

7.45am - Pack Up, Clean-up — grounds/props/tents

8.45am - Mail/ Memory Books/ Camp photos

10.00am - Closing Ceremony

12.00pm - Pick up/ Station drop off, clean up

Volunteers:

12.00-3.00 - Final site clean up (all volunteers except those escorting students home!) — kitchen/pack &

remove all HEC gear

PLEASE NOTE: The camp is strictly alcohol-free. That includes the Friday before camp. Thanks for you

cooperation.

Camp coordinators: Brandon Newberg & Bryony Dunlop




®IEC is a good experience for both students and ALT®. n particular, for students, it is a great opportunity for them to
experience real life English.O - Masato Nagase, Mori town Board of Education

BIEC and HEC camp give children a chance to gather together and heighten their English ability. It is an opportunity to get
areal feeling for the culture of others. | hope many ALT@will participate.O
- Makoto Takizawa, Mori Junior High School Principal, Principal of the 2008 HEC JHS Champion.

BIEC is a very rewarding experience for students because they can have awonderful opportunity to experience being in an

English speaking world. | fully support this competition.O
- Principal of Sawara J.H.S.  Shinichi Kawano

| HEC Carrp is a very rewarding experience for students and ALT®. Students can develop their English speaking skills
through this experience. z
- Yusuke Itagaki, Mori Junior High, Teacher of the 2008 HEC JHS Chanpion

Qe activities of HEC will give the students really precious motivation to learn English.  Their confidence they got through
HEC will become big progress in the future.O
- English teacher of Sawara J.H.S. Takayuki Sato

Gtudents can communicate a lot with native English speakers through practices for HEC contest. Whether or not they
can go to the English Summer Carmp, entering HEC contest itself is a good opportunity to improve their English skills.O -
Joko Mito, JTE, Obira Junior High School

| Both students and ALT® came back from HEC camp with inspiration, motivation and new skills for English. After carmp
students joined an English Recitation Contest and challenged a STEP test. HEC is a wonderful opportunity for everyone. z
- Tanaka Shizuyo, English teacher, Mori Junior High School

®or my students who DID get to go to canp, | saw camp change their lives.  They left for camp allittle scared and hesitart,
and came back confident and excited. | truly believe that HEC, and HEC canp, are some of the best things that any
student in Hokkaido can experience.O

- Misha Kiyormura, HEC Camp Co-ordinator 2007

Q believe HEC s truly valuable for promoting the English skills of students in Hokkaido. | am proud of HEC, and proud of
our students!O - Brandon Newberg, HEC Camp 2008 Co-coordinator

BIEC Camp has been the most intense and rewarding experience in my work as an ALT. As volunteers we give so much,
but what we receive is tenfold. The reward of watching every student enjoying Englsih, developing new skills and growing
in confidence is unbelievable.3 Bryony Dunlop. HEC Co-ordinator 2008



